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Texas City Relief Funds Are Being Collected 





Presbyterian Losses Cited 


To the Editors: 

The April 16 City, 
Texas, which resulted from the explosion 
of the French freighter Grandcamp, is one 
of the most 
our nation. A conservative estimate by 
insurance experts places the insured dam- 
age at more than $52,000,000. The offi- 
known dead is 498, 
and the estimate of the missing is ap- 


disaster at Texas 


costly ever experienced in 


cial report on the 


proximately 300. 

Through this disaster churches of the 
city, with the aid of ministers from ad- 
jacent cities, have rendered an outstand- 
ing service. The Rev. Henry Quinius, pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Texas City, cannot be praised too highly 
for his 
ministers from both US and USA churches 
were organized so that an adequate num- 
ber were always available to help in the 
identification of bodies, notifying families 
when identification was made, or injured 
persons located in hospitals, visiting the 
injured and bereaved and assisting with 


personal service. Presbyterian 


funerals. 

Dr. Patrick D. Miller, San Antonio, 
moderator of the Synod of Texas, US, is- 
sued a call for a special relief offering. 
Dr. Donald Stewart, pastor of the Central 
Presbyterian Church of Houston (USA) 
led a similar move in his synod. The re- 
sponse from both US and USA churches 
has been generous Rev. R. Matthew 
Lynn, First Presbyterian Church, Hous- 
ton, has been designated treasurer of this 
fund. This will be used for the relief 
of personal needs and to guarantee that 
the church will be able to continue its ex- 
panding ministry. An influx of popula- 
tion is expected with the coming of con- 
struction workers A conservative esti- 
mate indicates that the church has lost 
at least one-third of its regular support 
through death, injury, or loss of employ- 
ment among its members. 

R. MATTHEW LYNN 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Houston, Texas. 
@® EDITORS’ NOTE—First day this appeal 
was made by the pastor of Houston's First 
church, Dr. (. L. King, the congregation 
contributed $1,058, 





Dr. Anderson Discusses Montreat 
To the Editors: 


Many of the friends of Montreat College 
will naturally ask why the college at this 
time was changed into an affiliated church 
college. (THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK, April 14). 

1. The change made was not a matter 
of policy but one of necessity ty save 
the institution. Those who had assumed 
the financial responsibility for the up- 
building and maintainance of the insti- 
tution were fading out of the picture and 
no church individual and no 
group of individuals could be found who 
would financial support of 
the institution in its present condition. 

2. The college was in the act of passing 


court, no 


assume the 


from a Junior to a Senior college and 
much larger capital had to be provided 
for its development and support. 

3. The policy of the General Assembly 
has never been to support, maintain or 
control church colleges and 
the changing Assembly 
each year was not a stable basis on which 
the college could safely rest. 


schools or 
nature of the 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


Va., under the act of March 3, 1879. 


OUTLOOK re-entered as second class matter 


4. There was reasonable hope that suf- 
ficient funds could be secured for operat- 
ing the college as a “church-affiliated” 
college, safely guarded by the provisions 
of the charter and provisions made in 
foundations for its support—these provi- 
sions making it perfectly secure as a 
Christian college to carry on the work 
it is now doing for and in behalf of the 
church. 

5. It is believed that the Mountain Re- 
treat Association, occupying the Montreat 
grounds and buildings for its conference 
purposes and for the meeting of the As- 
sembly in the summer and the college oc- 
cupying the grounds and buildings in 
the winter, with the same _ president, 
gzuided by the same spirit, each mutually 
helpful one to the other, will accomplish 
the same work in a greater, better and 
more secure way for both the Associa- 
tion and the college. 

The late and beloved Dr. Rh. F. Camp- 
bell, who had been chairman of the board 
of trustees of the college from the be- 
ginning and who had also been a mem- 
ber of the board of directors of the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association from the begin- 
ning, said: “Montreat College is an or- 
phan.” And after mature, careful and 
earnest consideration of all facts, he be- 
lieved, with others, that it was wise and 
right to make the change as was done. 

It was for such reasons that the ac- 
tion was unanimous in both boards. 

kn. C. ANDERSON, President, 
Montreat, N. C. Montreat College. 


Three Reasons 


To the ‘Kditors: 

You ask for additional positive reasons 
for reunion, so here goes for two or three 
that are not usually mentioned. 

One of the great gains of reunion will 
come from clearing up the confusion in 
the minds of many as to the two major 
branches of our church. People are con- 
stantly joining either a US or a USA 
church without even knowing that there 
are two different churches. A young man 
from the Carrollton Avenue Church in 
New Orleans was a deacon in a USA 
church in Colorado for 3 years before he 
discovered that he was in a_ different 
branch of the Presbyterian Church. A 
member of a US Church in Texas made a 
bequest of $30,000 to her church (so she 
thought) but the Methodist lawyer who 
wrote the will made it to the Presiyte- 
rian Church in the United States of 
America without knowing that he was 
making her leave her money to another 


cnurch. RKRecnion will clear up the con- 
fusion. 
Again, reunion will keep us from los- 


ing out in the transfer of members. USA 
people find their own churches in many 
cities of the South, but when a Southern 
Presbyterian moves north of the Mason 
and Dixon line he, of necessity, joins a 
USA Church. 

Finally, teunion will 
for extension 


give us access, 
purposes, to the great 





Letters to the editors are an ex- 
tremely important part of this 
paper. However, they should 
be kept brief so that many can 
be printed. Comments of 50- 
100 words are highly desir- 
able; never over 300. 


» June 15, 


wealth which centers in the North and 
East. Most of our large businesses in 
every city are chain stores, owned and 
operated by large concerns with head- 
quarters in the East. Profits made on 
our trade that reaches the pockets of 
Presuyterians goes for the most part 
(when the owners are Presbyterians) into 
the pockets of USA Presbyterians. That 
is why the various boards of the USA 
Church have received bequests running 
inte tne millions of dollars. The oppor- 
tunities to: growth ant expansion, how. 
ever, are greater in the South than any- 
where else in the country. Yet we can- 
not tap these large funds. If we have 
churches to build, we must go to the 
money changers. An emergency campaign 
may raise enough to help us some, but 
the million or more raised over five years 
was insignificant, to say, compared to the 
Kennedy fortune given to the USA Church 
years ago for church erection purposes. 
We are helping make _ millionaries of 
Presbyterians in the North and East, but 
we are spiting our own faces when we 
refuse to take the step that will hasten 
the day when we have but one Presbyte- 
rian Church in America. 

ibut three reasons are enough from one 
contr; butor. Let others add to the list, 
Mine cre ones that 1 hardly ever hear 
mentioned. ARTHUR V. BOAND. 
Beacon Hill Church, San Antonio, Texas, 


Rural Life Sunday 


To the Editors: 

Feed the hungry and clothe the naked. 
This was the teaching of Jesus. If the 
hungry are to be fed, and the naked 
clothed, food and fabric must be produced 
by the people who till the soil, sow the 
seed, and reap the harvest. It is appro- 
priate that one Sunday in the year should 





COVER PICTURE 

Dominating the rural scene is the wh te 
church atop the hill. On Rural Life Sun- 
day (May 18) thousands of such churches, 
toward which these two little girls are 
hurrying, will be held up to the attention 
of the nation for their indispensable 
worth.—RNS Photo. 





be set aside for special prayer for the 
farmers of the world. 

We who live in the city would suffer 
famine if God should withhold his bless- 
ing on the seedtime and harvest. It is, 
therefore, appropriate that all city 
churches should observe Rural Life Sun- 
day, and pray for God’s blessing on the 
work of those who till the soil and gather 
its products. 

Of course, all country churches should 
observe the day, and make it a time for 
planning the program for the summer 
months, as this is the most productive 
period for churches in rural areas. 

Most denominations follow the custom 
adopted by the early church of observ- 
ing the fifth Sunday after ‘faster. Rural 
Life Sunday this year falls on May ll. 
This conflicts with Mother’s Day. Our 
General Assembly has designated the third 
Sunday in May, which this year is the 
18th. This avoids conflict with Foreign 
Mission Day on the first Sunday. Mother's 
Day on the second, and baccalaureate 
Sunday which frequently is on the fourth 
Sunday of May. 

Printed programs have been prepared 
by the Town and Country Church Com- 
mittee of the Home Missions Coun¢eil, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. They 
may he secured at small cost by writing 
to the above address. 5 

HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN. 

Richmond, Va. 


1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, 
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Term Pastorates Are 
Out; Ministers’ Work 


Director Is Advocated 


Minimum Salary of $2,400 and Manse 
Recommended by Committee 


Presbyterian ministers and elders are 
not ready for any form of term pas- 
torates, according to information 
gained in a study by the Assembly’s 
Committee on the Minister and His 
Work during the past year. Various 
ideas of definitely designated terms of 
pastoral service in a congregation 
(e. g., 5 years) were sent down to the 
responsible committees and commis- 
sions in synods and presbyteries at the 
request of the 1946 General Assembly. 
From 71 replies, 25 were favorable, 
46 were opposed. Nineteen approved 
some sort of supervisory plan for minis- 
ters, 23 were opposed. 

Therefore, the Assembly’s committee, 
with Felix B. Gear as chairman, sub- 
mits no plan for term service to the 
1947 Assembly. It does find a need 
for closer correlation of the work of 
the commissions responsible for pas- 
toral relationships and _ the local 
churches, and it makes specific recom- 
mendations: 

1. Minimum salary for married min- 
isters: $2,400 and a manse. 

2. Presbytery representatives, ap- 
pointed by the presbytery, should visit 
each church at least once in every three 
years to discuss with the session and 
pastor the program and work of the 
church and any problems that may exist 
(visitations are never to be made ex- 
cept upon instruction from the presby- 
tery). Sample questionnaires suggest 
the type of inquiry to be made: Of 
Sessions: How many of your elders and 
deacons serving in office are inactive 

? Of Deacons: Are the financial 
Obligations of the congregation to the 
minister promptly fulfilled? Of the 
Minister (alone): Are you happy in 
your work? Do you desire a change 
of pastorate? 

In order to serve the Assembly more 
acceptably, the permanent committee 
recommends that it be authorized to em- 
Ploy a director ‘‘who shall devote his 
entire time to advising with and assist- 
ing the commissions of the presbyteries 
and the committees of the synods ir 
their work,” working “under the direc- 
tion of, and reporting to, the permanent 
committee... .” 


. 


9-Year Assembly-Wide Campaign 
To Seek $7,250,000 for Advance 


Stewardship Committee Approves and Announces Five-Point 
Program With Special Financial and Spiritual Objectives 


A five-year, five-point, $7,250,000 Program of Progress for Southern Pres- 


byterians has been approved by the Assembly’s Stewardship Committee. 


This 


forward effort, as authorized by the 1948 General Assembly, has been in the 
hands of the Stewardship Committee for planning and promotion during the 


past year. 





Church World Service Sent 
$15,000,000 Relief in Year 

New York (RNS)—Chureh World 
Service, representing the cooperative 
overseas work of the major Protestant 
churches, sent $15,000,000 in recon- 
struction funds and relief supplies to 
29 countries in Europe and Asia during 
its first year of operation, according 
to <A. Livingston Warnshuis, CWS 
executive vice-president. 

“There is no record in the history of 
Protestantism where the churches, 
separately or unitedly, have made such 
an achievement or rendered as great 
a ministry as in the last year,” Dr. 
Warnshuis said. 

Church World Service was formed on 
May 7, 1946, by the merger of three 
Protestant agencies, the Church Com- 
mittee on Overseas Relief and Recon- 
struction, the Commission for World 
Council Service, and the Church Com- 
mittee for Relief in Asia. 

“Though the results of the year’s 
work are gratifying and mark a mile- 
stone in Protestant cooperation,’’ Dr. 
Warnshuis said, ‘‘the figures by them- 
selves do not begin to give the true 
significance of what was accomplished. 
Literally millions of people have been 
served. 

“The reconstruction work has _ pro- 
vided them with the spiritual re- 
awakening and the encouragement 
needed to rebuild their shattered homes, 
churches and communities. Succoring 
to their human needs—food, clothing, 
warm bedding and shelter—has been an 
integral part of this overall Christian 
service.”’ 


Dr. McCain Leads Stewardship 
New chairman of the Assembly’s 
Committee on Stewardship is President 
J. R. McCain of Agnes Scott College. 
Dr. McCain, who succeeds A. W. Dick, 
and who will serve for a two-year term 
is one of the representatives on the com- 
mittee elected from the church at large. 


Now, it has been approved and is being presented to the church at 


large. 

The committee’s preamble gives the 
program’s background: “Because of the 
increase both in population and pros- 
perity in the area served by the Presby- 
terian Church, US, the time is ripe for 
an impressive increase in the member- 
ship of the church and a corresponding 
increase in the service it renders both 
in the homeland and in foreign fields 
where we now have work and in other 
lands where work should be started.”’ 


Six Steps to Be Taken 


Steps to be taken, according to the 
committee, are: 

(1) Increased emphasis on evangel- 
istic effort; (2) strengthening the home 
bases—new churches, stimulation of 
weak churches, developmnet of out- 
posts; (3) increase in office and field 
forces for the evangelism committee 
and a great increase in the support of 
home missions; (4) a strong foreign 
mission advance; (5) more fulltime 
workers for the church; (6) generous 
provision for church schools and church- 
felated educational institutions. 


Objectives for the first five years in- 
clude: 

1. Evangelism: Specific 
yearly; pastors giving 10 
gelistic leadership outside 
churches yearly, 

2. Church Attendance and Christian 
Growth:. Renewed emphasis on church 
attendance; careful check on members 
and efforts to enlist irregulars; 10% 
attendance increase in all church 
schools, seeking a goal of 80% of mem- 
bership, 

3. Chapels: 250 a year. 

4. Stewardship: special program of 
teaching and emphasis, with call for 
fulltime church service. 

5. Financial Objectives: (a) Foreign 
Missions, $4,000,000—this to be the 
chief emphasis of the first year ‘‘due to 
the urgency of returning our mission- 
aries to the Far East, and to the fact 


goals set 
days evan- 
their own 
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that they cannot be returned until the 
mission property is 
paired.” 

(b) Assembly's Home Missions: $1,- 
500,000, toward increasing salaries and 


replaced or re- 


launching new enterprises. 

(c) Christian Education and Minis- 
terial Relief: $750,000, 
stimulate 


largely to 
support for student 
work in state and independent institu- 
tions and for challenge funds for semi- 


better 


naries and colleges. 


(d) Religious Education and Pub- 
lication: $500,000, toward developing 


adequate visual education program, pro- 
viding publication reserve, and improv- 
ing physical plant. 

(e) Assembly’s Training School: 


$250,000, “at least twice this amount 
is needed, but this minimum sum would 
enable some very much needed improve- 
ments to be made.” 

(f) Negro Work: $250,000, as the 
first step in the Assembly-authorized 
million-dollar program for this depart- 
ment. 

A campaign office, in connection with 
but also separate from the Atlanta 
stewardship office will be opened. Di- 
rector of the program is yet to be 
named. The campaign will be financed 
by the proceeds of the campaign, but 
the office will be set up by the various 
Assembly agencies in proportion to the 
goals sought for them. 

Editorial, page 8. 





Ecumenical Christianity 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





GENEVA I have spent some time 
here in Geneva which is the center of 
the movement toward the closer unity 
and cooperation of all Protestant 
churches of the world. The gain of this 
movement, first organized shortly before 
the second world war, though in the 
making for several decades before, is 
very impressive. 

It is particularly impressive to wit- 
ness the Genevan center of the really 
large scale venture in mutual aid, estab- 
lished by the churches In Geneva not 
only the World Council itself but many 
denominational agencies direct the work 
of church reconstruction and relief. 

Churches in devastated 
given aid in rebuilding their edifices. 
Hymn books, Bibles and other literature 
are supplied to those who are unable to 
literature. 


areas are 


replace destroyed religious 
But above ull help is given to suffering 
human beings. 

About ninety per cent of all the aid 
in food and clothing for the hungering 
people of central Europe, dispensed on 
voluntary basis, originates from the 
churches of America, Britain, the Scan- 
dinavian nations, and Switzerland. it 
is of small compared to the 
volume of aid once distributed under 
the auspicies of UNRRA. Yet it is very 


considerable and often spells the differ- 


course 


ence between hunger and health. 

Some of the church aid goes to the 
religious institutions of charity. Some 
of it is used for supplemental meals in 
the schools of Germany. Some of it 
finances scholarships. 

The churches have also developed a 
large immigration which is 
helping inhabitants of DP camps to find 
This work is an impressive 


service, 


new homes. 
demonstration of Christian charity and 
deserves wider publicity than it  re- 
ceives. 

The other aspect of the movement 
toward Protestant unity is more purely 
spiritual and seeks to interpret the vari- 
ous churches to one another. One feels 
the importance of this work when one 
notes how frequently churches develop 


certain aspects of the religious life and 
neglect others, and how necessary it is 
that they should exchange their pecu- 
liar treasures rather than set them 
against each other in conflict. 

Thus, for instance, the churches of 
the continent of Europe are all more 
thoroughly grounded in Biblical thought 
than American churches. They 
tend indeed to regard American church 
life as ‘‘secularized.”’ 

I think they are right insofar as 
European churches are more conscious 
of the profounder depths of Biblical 
thought. Sut on the other hand the 
sermons frequently seem to lack every 
relevance to actual life or at least to 
the more obvious problems which peo- 
ple face in their daily existence, 


most 


American sermons may be less pro- 
found but they are more relevant. A 
wholesome exchange between American 
and European churches on this issue 
alone would be most helpful. 


Or again one finds everywhere in 
Europe that churches are seking to de- 
velop a greater sense of ‘‘community”’ 
within the church. Most European 
have a state church back- 
ground which means that everybody and 
nobody belongs to the church, Rather 
everybody belongs in principle but only 
a few belong in fact, and those few have 
no strong sense of belonging to a dis- 
tinctive and well organized community. 


churches 


Now they are earnestly seeking for 
ways to develop the life of the commu- 
nity. Many of the things for which they 
are striving are the accepted standard 
of American church life. 


In America, where the state never 
supported the church, the churches 
have a sense of lay responsibility which 
is lacking in Europe. They have fur- 
thermore a strong sense of community 
in most congregations. Here is another 
point where ‘‘diversities of gifts’? must 
be brought to bear testimony to ‘‘the 
same Spirit’? of which they are mani- 
festations, 
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Former Chaplains See Military 
Program as ‘‘Harmful’’ to Character 

Presbyterian, USA, former chaplains 

362 of them—-reported recently their 
judgment on the effect of the wartime 
training program on the character of the 
young men and women who served dur- 
ing the last war. The 1946 USA As- 
sembly had affirmed its ‘‘opposition to 
the adoption of peacetime conscription 
for military training or service,’ but 
what did the chaplains who had served 
beside the men think about it? 

The question put to these men asked: 
“From your observation did the military 
program and environment influence the 
character, health, and behavior of the 
men helpfully, indifferently, or injuri- 
ously?”’ 

The replies, as reported in Social Pro- 
gress for April, were as follows: 

1. Those who believe the service was, 
or was inclined to be, of character-train- 
ing value—81. 

2. Those who believe its effect was in- 
decisive—76. 

3. Those who believe it was definitely 
harmful to character—205. 

In publishing this report, Social Pro- 
gress declares, ‘‘It must not be assumed 
that these figures are votes for or 
against peacetime training. Many volun- 
teered their votes on this matter, but 
that was not the purpose of the inquiry.” 


No Freedom—No Funds 

Hartford, Conn. (RNS)—The Mil- 
ford and Norwalk Councils of Churches, 
have concurred in action taken by the 
Plainville Council of Churches, which 
issued a statement of opinion that any 
hospital limiting the free speech of its 
staff members on medical matters 
should not be eligible for public funds. 





194.77 Commencement 





Mary Baldwin: Baccalaureate, 
Ernest Trice Thompson, June 8; Com- 
mencement, Dean M. T. McClure, Uni- 
versity of Illinois, June 9. 

Columbia Seminary: Baccalaureate, 
Marshall S. Woodson, Thomasville, Ga., 
May 18; Missionary Inquiry, Alex R. 
Batchelor, Negro Work director, At- 
lanta, May 18; Commencement, J. G. 
Patton, secretary, Assembly’s Steward- 
ship Committee, Atlanta, May 19. 

Austin College: Baccalaureate, 
Robert F. Jones, pastor, First church, 
Ft. Worth, May 25; Vespers, Frank W. 
Langham, secretary, American Bible So- 
ciety, Dallas, May 25; Commencement, 
Arthur G. Hopkins, president, Interstate 
Refining Co., Sherman, May 26. 

Davidson College: Baccalaureate, 
Kenneth J. Foreman, Davidson pro- 
fessor, June 1; Commencement, Daniel 
L. Marsh, president, Boston University, 
June 2. 

HONORARY DEGREES 

Westminster College will award the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity to Marshall 
B. Wyatt, assistant pastor of the River- 
side church, Jacksonville, Fla., June 5. 
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Here is a part of the first report to the General Assembly 


issued by the church’s new Committee on Christian Relations 


Four Challenges to Christians 


S EVERY THOUGHTFUL CHRISTIAN is aware, the 
A social and moral problems of our modern world are 

not only complex and immense but are growing in 
many ways more baffling and acute. Although many of 
these problems may never be completely solved in our gen- 
eration, the Christian people of our time cannot evade the 
challenge they present. These problems are pressing as 
never before on the minds of millions of people outside the 
Church of Christ, and groups that make no pretense of 
being Christian are clamoring to be allowed to solve them 
in pagan, vicious and subversive ways. Whether we like it 
or not, a war of ideas and principles is being waged today 
in which the very fate of our civilization is at stake, and 
every field of man’s social life, as well as his personal life, 
has become a battlefield between the contending forces of 
paganism and Christianity. 

This fact lays upon the church and upon all Christian 
people, we believe, a tremendous spiritual and social obli- 
gation. The church cannot afford to be unconcerned about 
any realm of man’s common life, lest that field be given 
over by default to increasingly pagan ideas, policies and 
customs. Our home life, our business life, our race re- 
lations and our international relations—all these and many 
more—are fields where materialistic and non-Christian 
forces are now aggressively at work to make our world the 
very opposite of the Kingdom of Christ. For Christian peo- 
ple to be uninformed about such matters, or to be content 
merely to keep themselves unspotted from the world, is to 
play into the hands of our adversaries. Only an awakened 
and aggressive church—a church alert to all the moral 
perils of our time, a church that brands evil as evil wherever 
it lifts its head, a church that lays upon the conscience of 
its people the implications of its ethical teachings for every 
aspect of their private and public life, and then through 
these members seeks to apply those principles to all the 
everyday affairs and relations to life—only a church so 
actively and practically concerned for the spiritual and 
moral welfare of our world can be the effective agency of 
God’s redemptive power which our times demand. 


Help Is Needed 


In the task of helping our own church become more 
vital and useful in this broader ministry the Committee on 
Christian Relations will need the help of many hearts and 
hands. We should like to record our gratitude for the fine 
support that has already been given us by so many indi- 
viduals, groups and agencies throughout the church. Many 
signs have borne in upon us the eagerness of growing num- 
bers of our members for guidance in various fields of their 
human relationships. Many of our ministers and laymen 
have shown themselves ready to back this phase of our 
church’s ministry with their words, their money and their 
prayers. Such things have been gratifying and heart-warm- 
ing, and because of them we “thank God and take courage.” 

Our annual report this year will deal with four 
realms of modern life where the faith, intelligence, convic- 
tion and practical service of Christian people are now 
crucially needed. 


I. ALCOHOL EDUCATION 


Growing numbers of people in American churches are dis- 
turbed today over the personal and social effects of bever- 
age alcohol. Just what ought to be done and what can be 
done to solve the many vexing problems in this field are 
questions on which Christian people sincerely differ. De- 
spite the disagreements, however, there seems to be a wide 
field in which our convictions canverge and where there is 
not only the possibility but also the urgent need of vital pro- 
grams of education and action. 


There can be little doubt, in the light of all the facts, 
that the habit of strong drink is fastening itself on the 
lives of growing numbers of our American people. Adver- 
tising campaigns in our newspapers and national maga- 
zines are stimulating an artificial appetite for alcoholic bev- 
erages on the part of our young people, and our national 
conscience is being dulled by artistic and clever propaganda 
that paints the drinkers of this or that brand of whiskey 
as ‘“‘‘men of distinction.’’ Increasing numbers of drinking 
scenes in our moving pictures are fostering the same illu- 
sions. Even in so fine a movie as “The Best Years of Our 
Lives” the use of strong drink is approvingly pictured as a 
gay and harmless way of escape from the tensions of our 
postwar world. 


An Increasing Menace 


Whipped up by these and other social pressures, our 
national liquor traffic is thus becoming a deadly menace to 
the physical health and moral fiber of our nation. Reports 
put out by the Yale School of Alcohol Studies show that 
no less than half of all Americans over fifteen years of 
age are now indulging in the use of alcohol. In a recent 
year, say these same reports, American drinkers consumed 
90 million gallons of wine, for which they paid 325 million 
dollars, 2,400,000,000 gallons of beer, for which they paid 
$2,915,000,000, and 165 million gallons of distilled spirits, 
for which they paid out nearly four billion dollars. But 
as big a drain as all this is upon the American pocketbook, 
the deeper cost of this indulgence is not to be measured in 
terms of money. The supreme price that our people are pay- 
ing is in the moral, spiritual and social havoc that is being 
wrought upon the lives of individuals and families. The 
situation would be bad enough if, as a recent motion picture 
implied, strong drink took its only toll in the creation of an 
occasional “‘lost week-end”’ for millions of people; but the 
worse of it is that by undermining character and wasting 
our human resources strong drink is taking an even deadlier 
toll in lost wealth, lost homes, lost opportunity and lost 
souls. 

In the face of this growing menace to the spiritual wel- 
fare of our country, the responsibilities of the church would 
seem to be of several kinds. There is the obligation, for one 
thing, to render a spiritual and healing ministry to the vic- 
tims of strong drink, and to do this as sympathetically, 
wisely and effectively as possible. There is also the obli- 
gation to carry on programs of education that make clear 
to both adults and young people the potentially devastating 
wnd demoralizing effects of beverage alcohol. But while 
these are perhaps the primary duties of the church in this 
field, there is yet a third important responsibility in con- 
nection with the social control of alcohol. 

At this latter point, -to be sure, our disagreements are 
often sharp and deep. But while many Christian people 
hesitate to put their churches on the side ot any piece of 
legislation, there is nevertheless a real danger in allowing 
Christian people to believe that their Christian principles 
have nothing to do with their social responsibilities. We 
agree with a recent statement of the Federal Council of 
Churches that “if there is real progress in the care and 
treatment of alcoholics, in research in alcohol problems, 
and in alcohol education,”’ it will also “be increasingly pos- 
sible for a better informed and voluntarily convinced pub- 
lic to institute and support more effective and stringent 
control measures over the alcoholic beverage trade.” 


Recommendations 


In the light of these facts and obligations, therefore, and 
in view of the human wreckage being piled up by the exces- 
sive use of strong drink, we recommend: 
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(1) That the Assembly urge upon the members and 
leaders of our churches that they give all possible aid to 
those organizations which seek soundly and wisely to re- 
habilitate the victims of alcohol, and that they give special 
aid and commendation to those groups that make use in 
their ministry of the resources of religion. 

(2) That the Assembly commend to ministers and other 
leaders of our church the work of Allied Youth, Inc., as an 
organization that has been widely useful in spreading among 
our high school and college young people sound scientific 
information that fosters sobriety and self-control. 

(3) That the Assembly urge the leaders of our churches 
to give attention to the need for a thorough, scientific and 
consistent program of alcohol education in their local con- 
gregations and communities—a program that seeks to make 
clear the implications of Christian ethics for social relation- 
ships as well as for individual conduct. 

(4) That the Assembly urge upon our ministers and other 
leaders a careful study of the recent booklet issued by the 
Federal Council of Churches entitled, ‘“‘The Churches and 
Alcohol,” and that it also commend the Federal Council for 
its decision to enlarge the program of its Department of 
Social Education and Action in the field of alcohol edu- 
cation. 

(5) That the Assembly call to the attention of the peo- 
ple of our church the deplorable and pernicious effects of 
uncontrolled and often misleading liquor advertising, and 
that it also call upon our members to give careful considera- 
tion to the need for regulating such advertising by law in 
the interest of the national welfare. 





(6) That, realizing the importance of personal example, 
the Assembly urge its own members to abstain from all 
indulgence in intoxicating beverages, and to refrain from 
any type of participation in, or encouragement of, the alco- 
hol traffic. 


II. OVERSEAS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION 


Since the end of the war the people of our American 
churches have given much material aid to suffering peoples 
around the world. Many Christian groups and organizations 
have been engaged in overseas relief, and in their work of 
binding up the world’s wounds thousands of people in our 
Southern Presbyterian churches have generously joined. 

These fine deeds, however, must not blind us to the 
grievous situation in which millions of our fellowmen still 
find themselves. Says a writer in a recent issue of The 
Christian Century: ‘‘Even a person blessed with a heart 
that goes out to his fellow-men can hardly be blamed for 
failing to take into account the privations and suffering 
which, except in a few favored countries, has become the lot 
of humanity. . Continued misery is not news. . . yet 
the bitter reality is that two worlds (one of plenty and one 
of want) now exist and that chasm between them is con- 
stantly widening. The danger is that it may become un- 
bridgeable.” 

Said the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organi- 
zation not long ago, “A major food crisis still confronts the 
world. Nutrition and health are little better than last year, 
and in some countries worse.’” In many areas people have 
only about half as much food as those in well-fed nations 
like our own, and the quality of what food they have is 
also poor because of the low protein and fat content. ‘‘Not 
only are the conditions such that gickness and death rates 
must remain high; the working capacity of the people is so 
low that it seriously delays rehabilitation.”’ 

Referring to the fact that Europe has been hurt far more 
deeply than most people realized at the end of the war, 
Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, declared: ‘‘At first we did not realize 
the depth of misery. There are certain countries—Ger- 
many and Austria, for example—where there is even today 
not the slightest guarantee that they will improve in the 
next year. Our information indicates that next winter in 
those areas will be just as bad as this one.”’ 

Now such facts, among the Christian people of America, 
are being widely accepted as laying upon our nation a heavy 
and continuing responsibility. That we are bidden to be 
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our “‘brothers’ keepers” by being our brothers’ helpers in 
times of need is a practical aspect of our gospel about which, 
in this present crisis, most informed Christians have not 
cared to argue. In various ways, in fact, most of us have 
gladly put this teaching into practice already. We have 
given help to those in need not only when such people hap- 
pened to be our individual neighbors nearby: we have also 
accepted this Christian command as no less binding when 
the human needs involved were those of our brothers be- 
yond the seas. Indeed, not even the fact that millions among 
these far-away peoples were our one-time enemies has been 
allowed to freeze the springs of our compassion or concern. 
Since our gospel says plainly that our fellowmen every- 
where are our brothers in the human family, and through 
Christ may become our brothers in the family of God, we 
have tried to meet human needs without respect to nation- 
ality. 


A Spiritual Opportunity 

It is no less important to bear in mind, however, that all 
these world-wide cries for help do more than lay upon us 
a responsibility. They also present to us a rare spiritual op- 
portunity. What is being said and done by our ministers 
of state is, of course, affecting vitally the growth of good- 
will and friendship among the peoples of the world; yet 
the political fate of our nation, together with the peace of 
mankind, is also being deeply influenced by the everyday 
practical generosity of our people. If in the hearts of all 
Americans there can be developed a sustained determi- 
nation to relieve pressing human needs—a determination to 
use our economic resources to aid rather than to hinder the 
rehabilitation of nations and to promote the material wel- 
fare of all mankind—there can be no doubt that we shall 
undergird and reinforce enormously the moral foundations 
on which any secure peace will have to be built. 

During the war when dire necessity was laid upon us, 
and when it was a case of “sink or swim, live or die, sur- 
vive or perish’’ together, we Americans learned, perhaps to 
a larger degree than ever before, the meaning of national 
generosity. Seeing that America was not the only nation 
whose material welfare we had to consider, we tightened 
our belts, we divided our food, and we supplied needed 
goods to our companions in arms. 

If as a people, however, we can but carry over these same 
deeds and impulses into our postwar relationships we shall 
do even more toward winning the respect and admiration 
of the nations and toward building Christian friendship be- 
tween ourselves and them. 

We believe that the people of our church, when the op- 
portunities and needs of this situation are laid upon their 
hearts, will continue to respond with liberality and sacrifice. 
As Christian people they will not wish to see our nation 
lose, by a kind of national gluttony, what we lately won by 
our wartime gallantry. As loyal citizens of a nation on 
whose shoulders events are laying larger and larger burdens 
of leadership, the people of our church, we believe, will 
realize that material and financial relief for our needy neigh- 
bors in other lands is no less vital to the maintenance of 
international peace and security than were the sinews of 
war in the conquest of dictatorship. 


Recommendations 


Because inaction at this point, therefore, will not only in- 
crease the physical misery of millions of our fellowmen, 
but also take its toll in feelings of bitterness that pull the 
peoples of our world more widely apart, we recommend 
that the Assembly: 

(1) Go on record as approving in principle the work of 
the International Emergency Food Council established by 
the United Nations in May, 1946, and that the Assembly 
commend it for its statesmanlike achievements toward re- 
lieving hunger and preventing famine in many of the under- 
fed areas of the world. 

(2) Urge upon our people the continued giving of money, 
through our Committee on War Relief, toward the pur- 
chase of food and medical supplies for the people of needy 
nations. ° 

(3) In view of the tragic hardships, uncertainty and 
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spiritual disintegration now being endured by more than 
a million displaced persons in European camps, go on record 
as favoring the judicious administration of our immigration 
laws to allow the admission of a substantial number of these 
refugees to our shores, with the understanding that all 
such persons would be carefully screened to determine their 
fitness to enter the country. 

(4) Give its endorsement and support to the constructive 
and well-organized relief work being carried on by Church 
World Service; that it call to the attention of our people 
the collection centers of this united Christian organization 
at New Windsor, Maryland, at 410 South Elm Avenue, St. 
Louis County 19, Mo., and at 740 Esplanade Avenue, New 
Orleans 16, La.; that it urge our people to establish local 
collection centers in their churches or communities where 
gifts of clothing may be gathered and forwarded to the 
above points, or, in the absence of such cooperative ven- 
tures, to send bundles of clothing individually to the nearest 
Church World Service center, where it will be sent abroad 
at once for overseas relief. 

(5) Dedlare its conviction that economic isolation is no 
less fatal to the peace of the world than political isolation- 
ism, and that our nation must consider the effect of its total 
policies (tariffs, trade agreements, and the like) upon the 
welfare of other nations if world peace is to be maintained. 


III. SOVIET-AMERICAN RELATIONS 


No thoughtful American needs to be told that Russia 
poses for our nation today a gigantic and frightening politi- 
cal problem. A no less absorbing fact, however, is that Rus- 
sia presents also to the American people a tremendous and 
demanding spiritual challenge as well. Indeed the two 
problems are intimately tied together, and it would not be 
overpainting the picture to say that whether or not the 


‘political problem is to be safely solved for ourselves and 


the world depends in large measure on how we meet the 
test in the field of our spiritual attitudes and moral respon- 
sibilities. 

There is a fatalistic feeling abroad among our people 
that war between the United States and Russia is almost in- 
evitable. Many honestly believe that the deep difference 
between our way of life and the Russian way can be re- 
solved only by a bloody and violent fight to the finish. Yet 
if many of our saner and wiser leaders are to be believed— 
men like former Secretary Byrnes, Secretary Marshall, Sen- 
ator Vandenburg and Mr. John Foster Dulles—that is by 
no means our only prospect in this field, and war need 
not come at all if only we are wise enough to use the 
spiritual and moral weapons that are still within our power 
to use. 

There is a way of dealing with Russia, we believe, that 
will foster the spirit of enmity and which in time may 
lead to war. But there is also a way of dealing with Rus- 
sia that might be called the way of Christian realism—a 
realism which, if it has no place for blindness, senti- 
mentality or appeasement, also leaves no room for cynicism 
or despair. 


Recommendations 


To the end that our country may adopt and pursue this 
better and more realistic course, and to the end that peace- 
ful relations between these two great powers may be main- 
tained, we recommend: 

(1) That the Assembly urge our people to become as fully 
informed as possible about Russia and the Russian people. 
Even when all the facts are in, Russia may still be seen as a 
Possible threat to our peace and freedom against which we 
do well to guard ourselves. But as citizens we need to see 
that we greatly increase that peril by the needless ill- 
will we arouse by snap-judgments and unfounded opinions. 
In the face of so critical a situation we believe the Assembly 
should urge every Christian within its bounds to recognize 
4s one if its primary duties the moral obligation to be in- 
telligent and informed. 

(2) That the Assembly urge our people to guard care- 
fully what they say about Russia. Careless talk in this 
field is one of the chief perils we now confront. The 
Statement so often heard that war between America and 
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Russia is ‘inevitable’ is a conjecture based more on fears 
than on facts. The Christian citizen who wants to be honest 
and who believes in the power of friendship will examine 
carefully all rumors before passing them on, and in general 
will be scrupulous about what he says, remembering, as 
St. James declared, that while the tongue is a “little mem- 
ber” it can set ablaze tremendous fires. 

(3) As perhaps our best defense against the spread and 
threat of communism, we recommend that the Assembly 
call upon our people to take the lead, along with Christian 
people of other churches, in demanding that our country 
prove its superiority to Russia by the positive practice of 
our Christian principles and the constructive extension of 
our democratic freedoms. For if, short of another global 
war, the expansion of totalitarianism is to be checked, we 
must take care to make our American democracy far 
stronger and more appealing to many underprivileged peo- 
ple around the world than it has been so far. We must 
wage a battle for justice and fair dealing for the common 
man in a Christian way no less vigorously than Russia now 
wages that battle in its way. 


IV. CIVIL RIGHTS 

One cornerstone of our democracy is what we call our 
“civil rights.”” To safeguard the health of our body politic, 
therefore, it is not enough that we defend the principle of 
majority rule, but that we also protect in practice the rights 
and opinions of our minorities. To fail in this basic obli- 
gation is to endanger in the end the liberties or all. 

Yet if signs are to be believed, the civil rights of many 
people in our land today are being seriously threatened. 
Groups that have little or no respect for the rights of cer- 
tain minorities are gaining strength in many quarters. Vio- 
lence, intolerance, misrepresentation and falsehood are being 
employed as weapons of intimidation and suppression. This 
is partly due, no doubt, to the aggravated tensions and 
passions of our postwar world, but this fact should not be 
allowed to make us any less vigorous in opposing such un- 
American and un-Christian behavior. Having paid so high 
a price in money and human life for the preservation of 
our liberties against enemies from without, it will be the 
highest folly if we now permit these freedoms to be un- 
dermined from within. 

Many of our southern states and communities . . . have 
been fairly free of the outrageous deeds of organizations 
that march under banners of bigotry and hatred. Yet we 
cannot rightly assume that all denials of civil rights are 
perpetrated by secret bands that parade in sheets by night; 
and the possibility of similar misdeeds in less spectacular 
fashion should keep us eternally vigilant. 


Recommendations 

In particular, because the Church of Christ cannot afford 
to be indifferent to any violation of Christian principles in 
our social relationships, and because Christian citizens 
along with others have a large stake in the preservation of 
our political freedoms, we, therefore, recommend: 

(1) That the Assembly go on record as condemning all 
organizations and individuals in our country whose aim and 
purpose is to hinder any American minorities in the exercise 
of their civil rights, or that seek to deny such rights to 
any groups or individuals because of their race, creed, class, 
or color. 

(2) That since our American Congress has seen fit to 
maintain its Committee on Un-American Activities, the As- 
sembly call upon this committee to be no less concerned 
to investigate and expose the un-Americanism of organiza- 
tions like the Columbians and the Ku Klux Klan—which 
are definitely akin to fascism—than it is to expose organi- 
zations whose subversive activities stem from their com- 
munist character. 

(3) That the Assembly urge all our people to be on guard 
in their own communities against all possible violations of 
the civil rights of their fellow citizens. and that wherever 
possible they throw their influence and the influence of their 
local churches on the side of those forces that seek to up- 
hold for all kinds and classes of Americans their civil and 
constitutional liberties. 











w Presbyteri 
Outlook 


Established 1819 
AUBREY N. BROWN 
Editor and Manager 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Co-+Editor 





Associate Editors 

J. M. Alexander Ansley C. Moore 
Wm. Crowe, Jr Charles Pratt 
K. J. Foreman J. Calvin Reid 
J. W. Jackson Holmes Rolston 
J. H. Marion, Jr Mrs. J. N. Thomas 

Mrs. Alexander Maitland 

Contributing Editors 

Wallace M. Alston Harris E. Kirk 
D. Maurice Allan Albert Kissling 
WyndhamB.Blanton George Lang 
Marion A. Boggs Julian Price Love 
Frank Hi. Caldwell F. L. McCluer 
S. A. Cartledge P. D. Miller 
J. Harry Cotton C. Ellis Nelson 
J. R. Cunningham Dunbar H. Ogden 
D. H. Edington S.R.Oglesbyv 
W. M. Elliott, Jr. Frank W. Price 
Felix B. Gear W. E. Price 
B. Frank Hall J. A. Redhead 
Mrs. E. F. Horine Charles G. Rose 
Karl G. Hudson David H. Scanlon 
Margaret M. Jacobs Lewis J. Sherrill 
llion T. Jones Henry Louis Smith 
Charles L. King Russell C, Stroup 
Laurence F. Kinney George Summey 


Continuing 
The Missionary (1819) 
The Georgia Reporter (1826) 

The Charleston Observer (1827) 
Watchman of the South (1837) 
The Southern Presbyterian (1847) 
The N. C. Presbyterian (1858) 
The Southwestern Presbyterian (1869) 
The Texas Presbyterian (1892) 
The Presbyterian of the South (1909) 
Printed by Richmond Press, Governor 

Street 
Served by 
Service. 
Subscription—$3.00 a year. 
Editorial and Business Offices 
Room 307, 403 Fast Franklin Street 
Dial 2-9492. Richmond 19, Virginia 


EDITORIAL 


Challenge to the Church 


Two years ago, in a study of special 
efforts being made by other leading 
churches of America, we described far- 
reaching campaigns then underway 
across the nation. The Methodists went 
beyond $25,000,000 with a couple of 
Others have 
Presbyterians, 


(RNS) Religious News 














million dollars to spare 
campaigned vigorously. 
USA, are running well ahead of sched- 
ule on their $27,000,000 campaign, ex- 
pecting to have it completed by the time 
their Assembly meets May 22. These 
funds are being raised for restoration, 
reconstruction, expansion efforts 

mostly USA Presbyterians 
are using more than $15 million of their 
$27 million for foreign missions expan- 


overseas. 


sion and reconstruction. 

Now we have heard from our church's 
Stewardship Committee with a $7,250.,- 
000 program (page 3). This is a worthy 
objective. Chief objection may be that 
this, too, might well have gotten under- 
way two years ago. But at that time, 
and since, we have been working on 
other definite objectives. 
This campaign can 


Now the slate 
is reasonably clear. 
be given the green light. 

Underlying the money program is a 
fundamental effort in personal, congre- 
gational and church-wide renewal. Our 
USA 


brethren have the same sort of 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


program in their New Life Movement 
which is sweeping across their church. 
This is of extreme importance. While 
we send the money on to do its work, 
we ourselves face the imperative of 
‘“‘New Lives for a New Age.” 

The program which is now being an- 
nounced will demand the most enthusi- 
astic, most united, effort of which our 
church is capable. Its successful ac- 
complishment will send us far along the 
road where, according to the calendar, 
we might well be today. 


Look at Your Pastor’s Salary 


It was good to be able to report in 
these columns last week that the As- 
sembly’s Home Missions Committee and 
presbytery committees throughout the 
church had brought up the minimum 
salary for ministers to a more reason- 
able minimum. Almost all workers 
with home missions responsibility, ac- 
cording to this report, received last 
year: $1,500 for unordained workers; 
$2,100 and manse for ordained unmar- 
ried men; and $2,400 and manse for 
ordained married men. This is a great 
step forward and should be widely com- 
mended—and if some have been over- 
looked in this more equitable distri- 
bution of the church’s resources, atten- 
tion should be called to the omission 
quickly. 

Now we come to the report of the As- 
sembly’s permanent committee on the 
Minister and His Work (see page 3). 
bearing a recommendation that all 
ministers who are married be provided 
a minimum salary of $2,400 and 
manse. This is a word spoken in good 
time, for there are many churches not 
under home missions and with no out- 
side ties except that of the presbytery 
where this minimum is still a far ery. 

It could well be the task of the Com- 
mission on the Minister and His Work 
to see to it in every case that churches 
are urged to bring their ministers’ 
salaries, not simply to a standard mini- 
mum, but to a level which takes into 
consideration local living costs and 
family responsibilities. 

How about in your church? Is your 
pastor’s salary adequate for these times” 
If it remains at the same figure as that 


of two years or five years ago, do you. 


think that is adequate? 

These pastors will not mention this 
matter to their congregations and they 
may oppose the step, but someone in- 
side the church or presbytery could very 
well lend a hand. 


GUEST EDITORS 


For Peace, Not War 


The citizens of Summit, New Jersey, 
like those in many other communities, 
have been discussing a war memorial. 
One of its citizens, Frank T. Underhill, 
has made a suggestion which has in- 


spired much favorable comment and 
which deserves consideration in other 
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communities. In a letter to the local 
press he outlined his idea as follows: 


There are doubtless several types of 
war memorials that might be suggested 
by the people of Summit that would 
meet this essential specification. One 
that would appear to be worthy of 
serious consideration would be to es- 
tablish an endowment fund and use the 
income to send a Summit boy and girl 
to a foreign university for a period of 
one year. The selections for these 
scholarships would be made each year 
by the memorial committee not on the 
basis of the candidate’s need, but on 
the basis of the candidate’s qualifica- 
tions to represent the best of what 
America has to offer to the rest of the 
world. 

Charles Lamb once said that he could 
never hate any man he really knew. If 
one can subscribe to that belief it must 
follow that promoting a better under- 
standing among the peoples of the world 
is a definite contribution to the cause 
of international peace. One boy or girl 
from Summit going to a foreign univer- 
sity, to be sure, will be but a faint con- 
tribution to the cause of a_ peaceful 
world; but if such a movement should 
spread, and I believe it would, so that 
instead of just one boy and girl from 
Summit we should have several thou- 
sand American boys and girls going to 
foreign universities each year, a real 
step will have been made toward the 
prevention of future wars. 

Such a project would be a living me- 
morial in that the selections for the 
scholarships would be made each year 
with appropriate publicity and would 
be a periodic reminder to the people of 
Summit to think about and to work for 
world peace.—The Churchman. 


On Electing a Moderator 


Any minister or elder of the Presby- 
terian Church would be honored to be 
chosen moderator of the General Assem- 
bly. Anyone might be justified in wish- 
ing to be moderator, but no one is jus- 
tified in ‘running for’’ the moderator- 
ship. This is an honor that should seek 
the man and one that no man should 
seek. 

In our opinion the man who would 
run for the honor does not deserve it. 
Anyone who would seek it, even sur- 
reptitiously or, we should say, especially 
if surreptitiously, immediately disquali- 
fies himself. One of the deadliest and 
most insidious sins of the human heart 
is spiritual pride. We are all tempted, 
but no moderator should succumb to 
such a temptation. 

It is right and proper for a presby- 
tery, a synod, a journal, or an individ- 
ual to suggest that a certain man is 
worthy of election. It is right and 
proper for these to state his qualifica- 
tions and try to gain support by fair 
and aboveboard means for him, but if 
he is a party to it, he would never get 
our vote. ‘ 

We should like to see the honor g0 
to the man who, through his character 
and spirit, exemplifies the best of our 
faith, and who, through his ability and 
experience, can best represent our 
chureh before the world for the year. 


Let the office seek the man; no man, 
the office!—The Presbyterian (USA). 
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How to Learn the Will of God 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Part IV 


“Men that had understanding of the 
times, to know what Israel ought to do.”’ 
—I Chr. 12:32. 


EADERS who have followed these 
simple reflections on learning the 
will of God may well have a ques- 

tion to ask. Does all this do away 
with the trouble of making up our 
minds? Is it all a matter of unques- 
tioning and unthinking obedience? In 
the army, responsibility for an order 
lies with the man who gives it; the 
man who receives it is not supposed to 
think, only to obey. Is it the same with 
us and God? If our heart is right, can 
we give our minds a vacation? 

Not at all. Intelligence is absolutely 
necessary for anyone who would learn 
the will of God. The stupid, the care- 
less, the hasty man will fail here just 
as he fails elsewhere. The will of In- 
finite Wisdom is revealed to the wise, 
not to the fool. 

By intelligence is meant not merely 
the best mind a man has; the use of 
intelligence means mental effort, hard 
thinking, the most careful and painstak- 
ing and logical consideration of every- 
thing that ought to be considered. Such 
a vigorous use of the mind is needed, 
in discovering the will of God, in at 
least five ways. 

1. Intelligence is needed in using 
the Scriptures. There is much light in 
them, as we have seen; but they can be 
most stupidly misused. “Noah got 
drunk, why shouldn’t I?” was said by 
a sot to excuse his condition. He was 
“using the Bible’—but not common 
sense. Intelligence is needed to under- 
stand the great principles of God’s 
Word; it is needed to see how particu- 
lar cases are like your own and in what 
respects they are different. For years, 
women were not permitted even to pray 
aloud in church, on the basis of what 
Paul said to the Corinthians. As we 
ean all see today, that was using the 
Scripture, but not with the best wis- 
dom. 

2. Intelligence is needed also for in- 
terpreting experience. Perhaps you 
have tried something once and failed, 
and later you have an opportunity to 
try it again. Shall you let the first fail- 
ure deter you from a second trial? That 
depends. What were the reasons why 
you at first did not succeed? Perhaps 
the old failure means you should never 
knock at that door twice; or perhaps 
there were barriers in your way which 
are there no longer. Was the failure 
God’s final verdict, or was it a lesson 
on the road to success? No angel will 
answer that question; you will have to 
think it through. 

3. Again, we need our minds to con- 
sider the present circumstances. If cir- 
cumstances reveal the will of God (as 


we have reason to believe they do) 
then first of all they must be known, 
and then they must be interpreted. If, 
for instance, you are considering 
whether to move to a distant place, 
and the climate there is bad for your 
hay fever, that is a circumstance that 
God is not going to reveal to you by a 
special vision. You should have sense 
enough to know your weak spots, if 
any, and how climate is likely to af- 
fect them. If you are deciding to room 
with a certain person in college, 
whether the arrangement is going to be 
a happy one depends on how your re- 
spective temperaments agree. That 
again is not something which will be 
revealed to you through prayer; you 
should be well enough acquainted with 
your prospective roommate to know for 
yourself how you are likely to get along. 

4. Intelligence is needed, further- 
more, to weigh contrary considerations, 
and to compare contrasting advice. 
When John Bunyan had written The 
Pilgrim’s Progress, 


“Some said, John, print it; others said, 
Not so; 

Some said, It might do good; 
said, No. 

Now was I in a strait, and did not see 

Which was the best thing to be done by 
me.’’ 


others 


In his rhymed ‘‘Apology’”’ he goes on 
to explain how he decided to print it 
after all. Bunyan was a good man and 
believed in the guidance of God; but 
in the face of contradictory advice he 
knew he had to think it out. Why does 
X say one thing and Y the opposite? 
Is X wiser than Y? What are their 
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respective motives? Is one more far- 
sighted, more impartial than the other? 
Indeed, if we could keep in mind only 
one sort of advice and only one set of 
facts, decisions would be much easier. 
It is when the facts seem to argue 
against one another that the rub comes 

. and then there is nothing for it 
but to think. 

5. Besides, as Dr. Harry Cotton re- 
marked in these pages not long ago, 
intelligence is absolutely required for 
consideration of the consequences of 
your acts. Well-meant acts of kindly 
people have sometimes resulted in dis- 
aster because of sheer blindness to the 
inevitable effects of those acts. Wait 
a minute (some one will cry): haven’t 
we already decided that if one is the 
right kind of person, right actions can 
generally be counted on? To be sure; 
but the right kind of person is precisely 
the one who will not be heedless but 
will look ahead. If we blame a driver 
for not keeping a sharp eye on the high- 
way in front of him, we are to blame 
ourselves if we do not look along the 
highway of Tomorrow to see what is 
coming next. It is simply not true that 
a good intention is all that matters. A 
reckless driver cannot get himself ac- 
quitted merely by saying he intended no 
harm. We are responsible not simply 
for knowing what we are doing but for 
knowing what our doings will do. 

Does all this leave God out? Not 
if we keep in mind what has already 
been said about learning his will. If 
you give a friend a flashlight so that 
he can find his way home in the rain, 
you don’t consider yourself neglected 
or insulted if he uses it! So God has 
put into our charge the most remark- 
able instrument that has ever appeared 
on the surface of this earth: the-huse 
man brain. We are not neglecting him 
if we use it. 





1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS FOUNDED UPON 
Acknowledgement of God as Creator of the Universe 
The Finality of Christ’s Way of Life for Men and Nations 
The Infinite Worth of Each Personality 

Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
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Six semester 





SOUTHWESTERN 
At Memphis 


TWELVE WEEKS SUMMER SESSION, 1947 
First Term, June 9-July 19 
Second Term, July 21-August 30 
hours may be obtained at either térm or twelve 
semester hours at both. 
lor further information write: 


THE REGISTRAR 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Atlanta Forum Discusses 


Far-Reaching Rural Program 
Atlanta (RNS)—For the first time 


in its history, the Presbyterian Church 
has embarked upon a long-range pro- 
gram for building up the strength and 








THE SIXTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Washington, D. C. 





CARILLONIC BELLS 
Like a Prayer 


in Music 


In hundreds of churches, CARIL- 
LONIC BELLS has proved that its 
beautiful music contributes out- 
standingly to increased church 
attendance, to a deeper awareness of 
the church’s presence and message. 


As the Rev. Mr. Garner of Wash- 
ington’s Sixth Presbyterian Church, 
writes: “Through ‘Carillonic Bells,’ 
we have been able to inspire and 
refresh Christian faith for the thou- 
sands of people who hear its music.” 


This modern electronic carillon 
has a glowing richness of tone, a 
matchless accuracy and clarity, that 
make it the choice of those who 
select a carillon by the proper gauge 
—its audible beauty. It can be played 
as a solo instrument or in combina- 
tion with the organ. It can be in- 
stalled in your church tower with- 
out additional construction, its cost 
is surprisingly moderate. We shall 
be glad to send you further details, 
if you will write us at Dept. PO-5. 


P44 Schulmnerch 


ELECTRONICS, ixc 





““CARILLONIC BELLS’’ © TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS © ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS » SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS » CHURCH HEARING AIDS 


SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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number of its rural churches. 
This step was reported at an Atlanta 
forum in which 50 rural Presbyterian DID YOU KNOW 
preachers, two from each presbytery in 
five southern states—South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama and Missis- —that the average length of serv- 
sippi—-frankly discussed the problems ice of the general and departmental 
and outlook of rural Presbyterians. in officers of the Southern Presbyte- 
the South. rian Sunday schools is about as 
Carefully selected for their initiative follows: : 

and their ability to produce results, Depart- 
these pastors attended a week-long General mental 
rural pastors’ conference at Columbia Up to 2 years 54% 54% 
Theological Seminary here. Cecil A. 3 to 5 years 24 26 
Thompson, head of the department of Over 5 years 22 20 
evangelism and church extension at Co- 
lumbia Seminary, said the conference ? 
was the first of a series of ‘‘schools”’ 
to train rural Presbyterian pastors in By R. L. ST. CLAIR 
building up the rural church and com- 








munity. . 
2 May 26. Alumnae of Texas Presby- 


terian College, formerly at Miiford 
which merged with Austin College in 
1930, will also celebrate in a May 26 
reunion in Sherman. Summer school for 
a full twelve weeks is scheduled by 
Austin College. 


A main feature of the new Pres- 
byterian program is the training of 
preachers to work effectively with exist- 
ing public agencies, public health au- 
thorities, soil conservation service 
agencies, and the reforestration pro- 
gram. 

The forum agreed that through the 
new program the Presbyterian Church 
in the South is for the first time reach- 


Mary Baldwin to Have Chinese 
Teacher During Next Term 


ing out to the tenant-farmer and en- Dean Helen Louis Djang, of Ginling 
couraging him to own his own farm. College, Nanking, China, will be a visit- 


ing member of the faculty of Mary 
CAMPUS NEWS Baldwin College during the 1947-48 
term. She will teach courses in Chinese 
civilization and Oriental history. Dr. 
Djang is spoken of as one of the fore- 
most educators of China. Educated by 
Austin College alumni of 1942, ’37, Presbyterian missionaries at Hsuchoutu, 
2, °27, °22, °17, '12, '07, 02, and 1897 she is a graduate of Ginling herself. She 
will hold reunions at commencement— holds the master of arts degree from 





Reuniors of Alumni Will Feature 
Austin College Commencement 


9 
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Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian. Ac- 
credited by Association of American Univer- 


* 
Maryville sities, Southern Association, National Associa- 


tion of Schools of Music, American Association 
of University Women, American Medical As- 
sociation, ete. Charges average $240 per se- 


College mester for tuition, fees, room, board, and may 


be met in part by self-help. Address 


Founded 1819 RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 
Maryville, Tennessee 


QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte 4, N. C. 


Through its summer workshops for 








faculty members, Queens is improving 
teaching methods and providing a more 
meaningful core of education. 
HUNTER B. BLAKELY 
President 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


REGRETFULLY ANNOUNCES 
THAT ENROLLMENT FOR SEPTEMBER, 1947, IS COMPLETE 
Only exceptional further applications considered 
APPLICATIONS FOR 1948 ENROLLMENT AND FOR 1547 
SUMMER SESSIONS (FROM JUNE 5 TO AUGUST 28) 
ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED 





F. W. Hengeveld, Registrar ] 
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ALABAMA OVER THE TOP FOR SOUTH WESTERN First of the four cmmabthie 
synods to reach its quota in the $2,000,000 campaign for Southwestern in Memphis, was 
Alabama. Erskine Ramsay, leading Birmingham industrialist (right, above), is shown 
giving George Lang (center), check for $25,000 to complete the $313,000 goal, while Roy 


L. Davis (left), looks on. 


In the campaign expected to be concluded June 30, Louisiana 


lacks $10,000 on its $257,000; Mississippi neecs $128,000 out of $349,000; and Tennes- 
see must raise $56,000 toward $158,000. The Citv of Memphis has already exceeded its 


$1,000,000 goal by $150,000. 





Colorado State Teachers’ College and 
the Ph. D. from Northwestern. De- 
scribed as a gifted speaker, Dr. Djang 
will be available for addresses in 
churches and colleges during her term 
at Mary Baldwin. 


Davidson Reunion Classes 


Are Announced 


Commencement at Davidson College 
is scheduled from May 31 through 
June 2, with 120 seniors scheduled for 
graduation. Five honorary degrees will 
be awarded. Alumni will have their 
meetings May 31 with returning classes 
to include: 1884, ’85, ’86, ’87, 1903, 
"04, °O6, "O06, °17,. °18, *19, °22,.°28, °34, 
"Et, "S0, "6, "ST; °38, *4i, °42,. "43 2nd 


Southern Association Studies 


PJC’s Preparatory Department 


Presbyterian Junior College, Maxton, 
N. C., was recently visited by a dele- 
gation from the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. The 
commission was invited by the college 
to make a study of the preparatory de- 
partment with a view to strengthening 
and improving the senior high school 
program. PJC’s preparatory department 
Was received into the Southern Asso- 
ciation last fall. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A. A. or A. 8S. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 

Business Administration. 

Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 

Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Vocational Courses prepare to operate 
own business. 

Apartments available for married students. 
Registration Fee $5.00 
Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 














GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


Richmond——Phone 3-13808 610 E. Broad Street Open All Night 











HOSPITALIZATION 


and Surgical Insurance 
Also Non-Cancellable Accident Policies for individuals, families and groups. 
Over 220,000 persons have bought Policies in this Company 


NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE SOCIETY 
of Virginia, Incorporated. | Neca | 


Home Office Richmond, Virginia Information 
Our policies are usable and good in all licensed hospitals throughout the world. 

















MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

B. K. Tenney, treasurer of the As- 
sembly’s home missions committee in 
Atlanta, will become superintendent of 
home missions in Mid-Texas Presbytery 
on or before next September 1. 
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R. P. Richardson, missionary to China 
who has been on loan to UNRRA for 
the past two years, has just returned 
to this country and is now at 2642 Hill- 
crest, Augusta, Ga. 

Wm. B. Gaston, Sanatorium, N. C., 
has accepted a call to the Johns Island, 
S. C., church, effective in August. 

W. W. Williamson from Portsmouth, 
Va., to 1750 Union Ave., Memphis 4, 
Tenn, 





The Presbyterian 


only until July 1. 


Send your subscription to— 





Learn About Presbyterians, USA 


Through their oldest publication 
THE PRESBYTERIAN 


This alert weekly is now edited by a man who grew up in the 
Southern Presbyterian Chureh—Dr. Jarvis 8. Morris. 


Take advantage of club rates to subscribe to this interesting paper. 


From now to July 1 you ean save money by subscribing to The 
Presbyterian Outlook and The Presbyterian jointly: 


$2.50 ) 
The Presbyterian Outlook $3.00 


Both together, $5.00 
) (To Ministers, $4.50) 


Even if your renewal is not due yet, you can send in your renewal 
to THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK and your new subscription to 
The Presbyterian and get the benefit of this saving. 


This offer is good 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
403 East Franklin Street, Richmond 19, Va. 





Spiritual Mobilization is a Crusade 
being expanded by 10,000 Ministers 
of Churches who believe Freedom is 
in peril in the world—in America — 
and who feel it the bounden duty of 
followers of Jesus to champion it 

* against communism, fascism, or any 
stateism. If you would like to receive 
the above booklet, our monthly bul- 
letins, tracts, and pamphlets, let us 
hear from you. 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 


Title Guarantee Bldg., 
California 





Los Angeles 13 








INTERESTING FACTS 
ABOUT MILK ...No. 4 

“Milk is valuable in the nutrition 
of young and old, sick and well, in- 
active and hard-working.”—U. 5S. 
Department of Agriculture. 


Vienna 
DAIRY CO. 


“The Home of Better Milk” 
1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5-2838 








Davis and Elkins 
SUMMER LANGUAGE 
SCHOOLS 
French, German and Spanish. 


Demonstration school for high 
school students. 

Rates for residents of West Vir- 
ginia or Synod, $135.00, others 
$165.00. An all inelusive fee— 
covering board, room, tuition, and 
books. 


Write: 
J. G. Thompson, Ph. D., Director, 
Davis and Elkins College, 
Elkins, West Virginia 


Particulars 
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Wm. S. Smythe from Clothier, W. Va., 
to the Lydia Robson Memorial church. 
Address: North Charleston P. O., 
Charleston, W. Va. 

Walter P. Baldwin, former chaplain, 
now a graduate student at Princeton 
Seminary, will assume the duties of the 
pastorate of the Brevard, N. C., church 
late in May. 

James B. MacLeod, Gloucester, Va., 
has accepted a call to the Sharon 
church, Charlotte, N. C. 

Cc. C. West, former army chaplain, 
recently of Cornelia, Ga., became pastor 
of the Malvern Hills church, Asheville, 
N. C., May 1. 

Herbert L. Love, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
is the new pastor of the Bethany 
church, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

L. B. Colquitt, Jr., Charleston, Miss., 
is now pastor of the Cartersville, Miss., 
church. 

H. E. Russell, Montgomery, Ala., 
change of address to 1616 S. Hull St. 

Ansley C. Moore, from Mobile, Ala., 
to 1424 Browning Road, Pittsburg 6, 
Pa., effective May 24. 

Thomas lL. MHarnsberger,  Bruns- 
wick, Ga., will become assistant pas- 
tor of the Riverside church, Jackson- 
ville, Fla., May 1. 

Cecil M. Brown, formerly at Den- 
mark, S. C., is the new pastor of the 
Williston and Morriston, Fla., churches. 

J. R. Neale, former minister of the 
United Presbyterian Church, is now pas- 
tor at Archer, Fla. 

I. E. Phillips, pastor of the Norwood 
church, Jacksonville, Fla., at his own 
request was permitted by Suwannee 
Presbytery to demit the ministry. 

Edward S. Bayless, former army 
chaplain who has been serving as direc- 
tor of student activities and alumni 
secretary at Austin College, will become 
pastor of the First church (USA), Deni- 
son, Texas, June 1. 

B. D. D. Greer requested Western 
Texas Presbytery at its last meeting 
to dissolve his pastoral relationship 
to the Highland Park church, San An- 
tonio. 

Raymond G. Wickersham, former 
chaplain, will become pastor of the 
Northside church, Baton Rouge, La. 

L. K. Foster, Greenville, Ark., will 
begin his new pastorate at Uniontown, 
Ala., June 1. 


HEADS COMMISSION 

Paul E. Scherer, national Lutheran 
leader and professor at Union Seminary 
in New York, has been named chair- 
man of the Commission on the Ministry 
of the Federal Council of Churches, 
succeeding Henry Knox Sherrill, pre- 
siding bishop of the Episcopal Church. 


TO UNION IN N. Y. 

Robert Murphy Williams, Jr., for- 
mer chaplain, now serving as general 
secretary of the YMCA at Davidson Col- 
lege, has resigned his post in order to 
study next year at Union Seminary in 
New York. He will be succeeded by 
William S. McLean, this year’s president 

of the Davidson student body. 
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The Struggle for Social Justice 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


FOR MAY 18 


Amos: Print 5:6-15, 21-24. 


Amos was a shepherd and a dresser 
of sycamore trees (a very humble pro- 
fession) who left his flocks to deliver 
the message which came to him from 
God. He delivered the five addresses 
which have come down to us, in Bethel, 
the religious capital of Israel, the north- 
ern kingdom, during the reign of 
Jeroboam II. Israel, at the time, seemed 
to have reached the height of its pros- 
perity, greater prosperity certainly than 
it had enjoyed since the days of David 
and Solomon. To the ordinary observer 
it seemed that the land was flourishing 
politically, economically and religiously. 
The borders of the kingdom had been 
extended on every side, trade had de- 
veloped, fortunes were being amassed, 
the temples were crowded with wor- 
shippers. Under such circumstances, 
probably during one of the festivals, 
Amos appeared at Bethel and startled 
the nation with a series of messages 
that reverberated like a thunderclap. 

In his first address (summarized in 
chapters 1-2) he pictured God as a 
great lion about to spring in judgment 
upon the surrounding nations and 
finally upon Israel, “Thus saith Jeho- 
vah: for three transgressions of Israel, 
yea, for four, I will not turn away the 
punishment thereof, because they have 
sold the righteous for silver and the 
needy for a pair of shoes” (2:6). 

In the second address (summarized in 
chapter 3) he pointed out that Israel 
had enjoyed greater privileges than 
other nations, and that her judgment 
therefore must be equally severe, ‘‘You 
only have I known of all the families of 
the earth; therefore I will visit upon 
you all your iniquities” (3:2). 

In the third address (summarized in 
chapter 4) Amos stressed the hopeless- 
ness of the situation: the women were 
no better than the men, the church only 
confirmed the people in their sins; God’s 
providence had failed to induce the peo- 
ple to return to him, ‘‘Therefore . 
prepare to meet thy God, O Israel’’ 
(3:12). 

In the fourth message he took up a 
lamentation over the nation [5:1-17], 
then pronounced a special woe upon 
those who desired the day of Jehovah 
(5:18-24) and a second woe upon those 
who were at ease in Zion (6:1-14). 


I. A Lamentation over the Nation, 
5:1-17. 


In the opening paragraph (vss. 1-3) 
Amos pictures Israel as a young 
woman, strong and vigorous, who is 
suddenly stricken to the ground, where 


she lies prostrate, with none to lift her 
up. Then, dropping the figure, he 
speaks more plainly. The nation which 
stands now at the height of its pros- 
perity shall soon be destroyed: the city 
that went forth a thousand shall have 
a hundred left, and that which went 
forth a hundred shall have but ten. Two 
reasons are given for this approaching 
catastrophe. 

First, Israel has failed to seek God 
(4-9). ‘For thus saith Jehovah unto 
the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and 
ye shall live; but seek not Bethel, nor 
enter into Gilgal, and pass not to 
Beersheba. . . .” Bethel, Gilgal and 
Beersheba were the centers of religious 
worship, where Jehovah the God of 
Israel was ostensibly worshipped in 
magnificent shrines. It is just as though 
Amos today were to say, Seek ye me 
and ye shall live, but don’t go to church. 


These words suggest that some who 
go to church do not find God, do not 
indeed really seek him. Is that still 
true? Undoubtedly. Some times we go 
to church without any spiritual prepara- 
tion, without even the briefest prayer 
breathed up that the service may be a 
means of spiritual enrichment. When 
the hymns are sung, our lips remain 
sealed; when the minister leads the 
congregation in prayer, our thoughts 
are far away; when he reads the Scrip- 
ture we are looking about the congre- 
gation; and when he preaches we do 
not open our hearts to the truth. And 
then we go away feeling that the serv- 
ice has not brought us any help. Of 
course not. We have not sought God 
and therefore we have not found him. 
Seek God, says Amos, and ye shall live, 
but don’t think it is enough just to go 
to church. ‘Seek Jehovah,’ he repeats 
(vs. 6), ‘‘and ye shall live. Ye who 
turn justice to wormwood and cast down 
righteousness to the earth, seek him 
that maketh the Pleiades and Orion 
(vs. 7)."" Here is the real root of the 
trouble in the case of Amos’ hearers. 
Men who took advantage of their fel- 
lowmen could not possibly find God. 
Jesus probes even deeper: “If thou art 
offering thy gift at the altar, and there 
rememberest that thy brother has aught 
against thee, leave there thy gift before 
the altar, and go thy way, first be rec- 
onciled with thy brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift’? (Mt. 5:23-24). We 
cannot get right with God until we have 
gotten right with men. This thought 
leads Amos to his next point—the 
second ground for the approaching 
judgment, 
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Second, Israel has trampled upon the 
poor (10-13). In their mad rush for 
wealth, in their selfish desire for gain, 
in thoughtless pleasure seeking, in des- 
perate desire to keep their own heads 
above the water, they were trampling, 
some brutally, some _ unconsciously, 
some helplessly upon the _ prostrate 
bodies of their fellowmen. Trampling 
upon the poor—putting property rights 
over human rights, thinking about 
financial gain, or financial security, and 
forgetting what it costs in human blood 
and tears. Amos knew that this was 
not a popular topic. ‘‘They hate him 
that reproveth in the gate (in the pul- 
pit, we would say, or on the public 
platform) and they abhor him that 
speaks in the interests of social right- 
eousness).’’ But their refusal to listen 
to the man who points out the weak 
places in their civilization makes its 
collapse the more inevitable, ‘‘Foras- 
much therefore as ye trample upon the 
poor and take exactions from him of 
wheat (an undue proportion of his 
crops) ye have built houses of hewn 
stone, but ye shall not dwell in them. 


If the poor man did not get a square 
deal why didn’t he go to the courts? In 
Amos’ day wealth controlled both the 
courts and the government. ‘For I 
know that your transgressions are many 
and your sins countless, you who op- 
press the innocent, take bribes, and put 
aside the needy in the courts” (An 
American translation of vss. 12-13). 
‘‘Therefore,’’ says Amos, ‘‘a man who is 
prudent,” i. e., who considers his own 
security, who is thinking about his next 
call, ‘‘will keep silent; he will not speak 
on behalf of the poor, lest he lose his 
own job.” 


“In the 19th century the contrast be- 
tween the rich and the poor, the privi- 
leged and the underdog, increased 
rather than decreased,’’ writes Pitirim 
A. Sorokin, in The Crisis of Our Age. 


“Therefore the contracting parties in 
all fields of social life, beginning with 
the economic and ending with the politi- 
cal, were not in equal positions to enter 
or not to enter into a contract. As al- 
ways, in order merely to live and to 
satisfy elementary needs, the poor and 
the underdog had to accept contractual 
conditions much more advantageous to 
the rich and powerful contracting 
parties than to themselves. In both 
cases, the contract tended to .be a 
pseudo-contract entered into under 
factual duress. In a modified way it 
was an old form of dependence of one 
party and of domination of the other. 
The place of the feudal nobility and the 
lord of the manor was taken by a rich 
class, and the place of the monarch’s 
aristocracy and court by a new political 
aristocracy, A high-sounding phrase- 
ology, including such phrases as ‘equal- 
ity of opportunity,’ ‘liberty’ and the 
‘rights of man’ was resorted to in the 
effort to conceal the discrepancy be- 
tween the lofty ideal of a genuine con- 
tractual relationship and its actual per- 
version. But no ideology can forever 
hide the discrepancy and convince the 
hungry man that he is not hungry, the 
exploited that he is justly treated, or the 
subjugated that he is free. Thus the 
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degeneration of the eontractual rela- 
tionship set in even while contractual- 
ism was on the upgrade—because of the 
increasing host of ‘cheated people.’ The 
further the contractual process pro- 
ceeded, the stronger grew the trends in 
question, increasing both the degenera- 
tion of the contracts and the number of 
those who failed to derive from the con- 
tract its alleged universal advantages. 
Placed in such a position, those who 
suffered composed an ever growing 
army of deserters from contractual al- 
legiance.”’ 


Dr. Sorokin proceeds to explain how 
the poor failed to secure protection from 
the courts. 


“A rich and privileged party 
hire the best lawyers, whereas a poor 
one could not. Consequently the court’s 
decision was repeatedly in favor of the 
rich party, in spite of the superior 
merits of the claims of the poor party. 
Thus the parties were not equally pro- 
tected, and the interests of many per- 
sons were unfairly sacrificed in favor 
of those of the rich and strong. : 
Not being able to obtain from the con- 
tract what they had expected to obtain, 
the victims were driven to conclude that 
only force could correct the perennial 
injustice done them. In this manner 
the revolutionary army of opponents of 
the ‘bourgeois capitalist regime,’ of ‘the 
bourgeois political regime,’ and of other 
contractual institutions was bred and 
successfully recruited.’’* 


could 


Dr. Sorokin, head of the Department 
of Sociology at Harvard 
writes as a sociologist, while Amos 
spoke as a prophet. But Sorokin’s de- 
scription of the crisis of Western civili- 
zation (written in 1941) is almost iden- 
tical with Amos’ account of the forces 
which were undermining the supposed 
prosperity of Israel. In Amos’ day 
judgment came when Israel was carried 
captive by Assyria, the cruelest and 
most ruthless despotism of the ancient 
world, In our day it has come or it is 
coming, through revolutionary action 
from below which has swept away, or 
which threatens to sweep away, those 
precious liberties which our fathers won 
at such tremendous cost. 

In vss. 14-15, Amos makes his final 
appeal to the nation, “Seek good and 
not evil that ye may live.’”’ In the be- 


University, 





*From The Crisis 
Pitirim A. Sorokin, 
E. P. Dutton & Co. 


of Our Age, by 
Copyright, 1941, 
Used by permission. 
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ginning of bis address he had reiterated 
over and over again: ‘‘Seek God and ye 
shall live.” Now it is, Seek good and 
ye shall live, ‘Evidently for Amos the 
two phrases were more or less equiva- 
lent. To seek God and to seek good 
were closely related. One is not seek- 
ing God, he certainly will not find God, 
unless he is also seeking the good; if 
he follows his search for the good far 
enough he shall certainly find God. But 
what good? Quite plainly the god of 
one’s fellowmen: “Hate the evil and 
love the good and establish justice (so 
the R. V.) in the gate: it may be that 
Jehovah the God of hosts will be gra- 
cious unto (at the remnant (a 
part: a minority,) of Joseph (i e., the 
nation ).”’ 


least) 


“It may be. . . .”” Amos does not 
promise; he cannot promise, for the evil 
has penetrated too far into the social 
fabric, It reminds us of the wise words 
of Dr. J. Harry Cotton, quoted re- 
cently in these columns (March 17): 
“Preachers have often promised too 
much. In the light of biblical truth 
they had no right to assure their peo- 
ple that a little more repentance, a 
slight increment of giving, a bit more 
devotion, and all would be well. No 
man is wise enough to know the full 
extent of the judgment of God upon our 
generation. It may have only begun. 
What is needed is to bring the light of 
faith to an analysis of the failure of 
modern man, What is needed is an in- 
dictment of our time, informed by faith, 
which will turn the minds and hearts 
of the people to God in repentance.” 

‘Where is man to find the way of 
escape from this terror which he him- 
self has fashioned?” Paul Hutchinson 
asked in a recent article in Life mag- 
azine, ‘‘Through politics? Observe the 
United Nations organization, Through 
science? Observe the consternation of 
the atomic physicists! Through his 
technics? Observe the mounting car- 
nage on the battlefields of industry! 
Then will man find the way through re- 
ligion? Who can tell? But it is worth 
remembering that it was not a bishop 
or a priest, but a victorious general in 
the hour of his victory who stepped on 
the deck of the battleship Missouri to 
warn a listening world: ‘We have had 
our last chance, The problem (of 
survival) theological and 
involves a spiritual recrudesence.’ ’’ 

And the spiritual recrudesence will 
not occur, the threatened destruction 
will not be averted unless we realize 
that to seek God means to seek the good 
of all men, men of every class and men 
of every nation. 


basically is 


As Time magazine put 
it in its summary of the year 1946, the 
U. S. must help the governments of vari- 
ous nations move toward economic pro- 
gress and political democracy for the 
people of their respective nations. 
“Otherwise many of them would be at- 
tracted toward Communism as_ they 
were last year. This problem existed 
throughout the Middle East, over much 
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of Europe, the whole Far East and parts 
of Latin America. On its solution de- 
pended not only the U. S. world posi- 
tion, but also the lasting peace which 
the world sought so feverishly in 1946.” 


II. Woe Unto You That Desire the Day 
of Jehovah, 5:18-24. 


Amos recognized that his appeal had 
fallen on deaf ears, and in verses 16-17 
he resumes his lamentation over the na- 
tion. In the day of universal lamenta- 
tion he states that the fortunes of one 
group will be particularly lamentable— 
those who are looking forward with 
such eagerness to the ‘‘day of Jehovah,” 
i, e., the day when God would intervene 
in world affairs to vindicate the moral 
government of the universe. Amos was 
speaking of the religious people of his 
day, those who were regarded as the 
most religious people of their time. The 
day of God’s manifestation will not be 
for you a day of vindication, but rather 
a day of judgment. As if a man did flee 
from a lion and a bear met him, or as 
if a man jumped out of the frying pan 
into the fire. 

There follows a tremendous indict- 
ment of their religious services. To ap- 
preciate the significance of this indict- 
ment we have to remember that it is the 
ostensible worship of Jehovah, the God 
of Israel, the kind of worship which was 
instituted in the Mosaic law that is so 
bitterly denounced. It is just as if God 
would say to us: “I hate your church 
services, and I will take no delight in 
your evangelistic crusades. Yes, though 
you offer me your services, and give me 
richly of your means, 1} will not accept 
them; neither will I regard the petitions 
of your lips. Take away the noise of 
your hymns, for I will not hear the 
melody of your organs.” 


Why was Israel’s worship worthless 
in the sight of God? It all comes out 
in the last clause: ‘‘Let justice (R. V.) 
roll down as waters and righteousness 
as an everflowing (R. V. Mg.) stream.” 
In Amos’ time the religious shrines were 
crowded with people, who thought they 
were pleasing God with their magnifi- 
cent ritual, but who at the same time 
were unconcerned over national un- 
righteousness and social injustice. Such 
religion, says Amos, is utterly abhorrent 
to God. A man cannot truly worship 
God unless he is actively interested in 
securing justice for the poor, and a 
square deal (righteousness) for every 
element of the population. 

The message of Amos, we should not 
fail to note, is also the message of Jesus 
(Lk. 16:19ff; Mt. 25:31ff) with this im- 
portant exception: Amos teaches that 
religious people who are unconcerned 
about social justice bring judgment 
upon themselves in this life; they will 
be involved in the inevitable destruc- 
tion that will ultimately fall upon their 
land (so it has happened in our own 
day; so it has always happened) ). 
Jesus says that such neglect also seals 
our fate in the life to come, 








y 


ip- 
ct- 
he 


jas 


od 
rch 


igh 
me 


ons 
of 
the 


less 
out 
V.) 

Less 


rere 
hey 
nifi- 
ime 
un- 
uch 
rent 
ship 
i in 
2 «6 
very 


not 
esus 
| im- 
that 
rned 
nent 
will 
truc- 
their 
own 
d)). 
seals 


BOOK NOTES 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF WAR AND 
PEACE. By Albert CC. Knudson. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, New York and 
Nashville. 210 pp. $2.00. 

Dean Knudson brings to all his books 
a scholarly knowledge of background 
material and a deep spirituality. This 
latest work is no exception. He has 
surveyed the main rationalizations for 
war—the arguments from human na- 
ture, from the nature of the state, and 
from the functions of war itself. He 
points out the major causes of war and 
interrelates these causes with the ra- 
tionalizations that have been histori- 
cally acceptable to the minds of many. 
Finally. he surveys rapidly the peace 
movement from medieval times to the 
present, summarizing the important 
plans that have been brought to the 
attention of the world. 

The Charter of the Unite@w Nations 
is an important document in the pro- 
gress toward universal peace. It has 
its defects, but ‘‘few would deny that 
it is the most advanced and wisest docu- 
ment of its kind that has been formu- 
lated since the idea of a European or 
World Federation was first given cur- 
rency six centuries ago.’ It is impor- 
tant for us to give the weight of our 
influence to the United Nations. An 
increasing willingness to think inter- 
nationally is necessary for our time. 
Religion, and especially the Christian 
religion, will have an important role to 
play. 

This is an important book for all of 
those who would come to the problems 
of our time with an adequate under- 
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standing and with an informed back- 
ground. Too many loose and irrespon- 
sible generalizations have been made 
by laymen and by ministers regarding 
world peace. Dr. Knudson’s_ study 
shows that universal peace is an intri- 
cate and involved problem, not hope- 
less of attainment by any means, but 
nonetheless one that calls for complete 
dedication and wise comprehension of 
facts. 
KENNETH G. PHIFER. 

Rock Hill, S. C. 


WHY MEN HATE. By Samuel Tenen- 
baum. The Beechhurst Press, New 
York. 368 pp. $3.50. 


This is a book about why men hate, 
about men who have hated, and about 
some of those rare occasions on which 
men have avoided hatred and how they 
have done it. Written in an interest- 
ing readable style, it is packed with 
specific illustrations and is for the most 
part well documented. It combines the 
values of interesting reading and a 
large amount of specific information. 
It constitutes a valuable source book 
of illustrations of prejudice and bigo- 
try, both past and present. The author 
is a graduate of the University of Mis- 
souri, of Columbia University, with a 
Ph. D. from New York University. He 
is an associate member of the Ameri- 
ean Psychological Association and is 
an educator and newspaperman. No 
doubt many things in this book will 
prove startling and disturbing to read- 
ers unfamiliar with the _ scientific 
studies in this field. It is reeommended 
for reading and for the use of Christian 
leaders who have special responsibili- 
ties in the field of human relationships. 
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In a world that is divided and that 
seems likely to destroy itself through 
its conflicts and hatreds, this book is a 
valuable contribution in analyzing the 
situation as it is and in offering so- 
lutions to that situation. The various 
major areas of tension are included, 
though the principal emphasis is on 
racial hatreds. In this field the prob- 
lems are examined mainly in terms of 
the United States with its rich and ter- 
1ifying variey of hates and fears. Other 
nations and other ages however are in- 
cluded and the entire work is a valu- 
able and informative contribution to 
this major ill of our time. 

D. P. McGEACHY, JR. 
Clearwater, Florida. 


THE GLORY OF THE EMPTY TOMB. 
By Samuel Marinus Zwemer. Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New Lork. 170 pp. $2.00. 


Showing that disbelief of the fact 
of our Lord’s resurrection is closely 
tied to a preconceived dogma that mi- 
racles are an impossibility, Dr. Zwemer 
gives a magnificant defense of the truth 
of the resurrection and of the attendant 
circumstances. He refers directly and 
constantly to the Scriptures, and draws 
widely from history and literature. The 
result is an intensely interesting vol- 
ume. 

W. A. ALEXANDER. 
Shreveport, La. 
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Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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"One of the First Needs Immediately Before Us.” 


Realizing the strategic position of Montreat and 
the needs of this Institution the General Assembly's 
Committee on Stewardship, at a meeting the latter 
part of January, unanimously passed the following 


resolution : 


‘‘The Stewardship Committee learned with inter- 
est of the progress made in the construction of the 
New Alba Hotel at Montreat but received with re- 
gret and concern the information that lack of funds 


reduced greatly plans for its completion. 


‘*We believe this hotel with its large dining room 
is necessary for the full service of Montreat to the 
spiritual life of our Church. It is one of the first 
needs immediately before us. We would urge every 
Chureh and individual to make gifts that one wing 
and its dining room and kitchen may be made ready 


, 


immediately.’ 


The Committe on Woman’s Work, Dr. Janie W. 
McGaughey, secretary, approved of this appeal and 
have been most gracious in promoting it among 
the Woman’s Auxiliaries. There has been a good 
response on the part of the women but the gifts 
have been small. We cannot look to our women 
to provide funds sufficient to finish this wing and 
the dining room though they have helped towards 
this. 


Our appeal is to the whole Church. We must 7 
have the help of the Church congregation, the wo- | 
men of the Church, the men of the Church, the Sun- 
day School and young people’s organization:. We 
know all these groups are interested in Montreat. - 
We must have liberal contributions from each group 7 


if Montreat serves our Church in the best way. 


Twenty-four conferences are arranged for our 
summer’s program, which move from conferences for 
Boys Clubs to the Bible Conference, August 18th- 
27th. We will have employed for vur young people 
and childsen’s program alone eighteen ehoice and 
especially trained young people. This program will 7 
reach approximately one thousand children and 


young people. 


Every Presbyterian will rejoice in our great in- 
stitution here. The sooner this new hotel is finished } 
the more people can share in these spiritual bless- | 
ings. We could fill every room now with applica- 


tions we have for the entire summer program. 


It will require $200,000 to complete this hotel. 
This large amount can be given on the appointed 
Montreat Sunday, June Ist. 


Send your contribution to: 


J. RUPERT McGREGOR, Th.D., President 


Montreat, North Carolina 














